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Newsletter of the Beekeepers Association of the ACT Incorporated
Website:  www.actbeekeepers.asn.au

Meetings of the Beekeepers Association of the ACT Inc are held on the second
Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm at the CIT, Heysen Street, Weston in Building A

Contact:  Association President – Angela O’Neil  Ph: 02 62625220
Email:   enquiries@actbeekeepers.asn.au

          March 2009

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be held on March 12. The topic will be Winter Preparations, and Stephen Thearle, an
instructor in the Backyard Beekeeping course, will lead the discussion.  Members are urged to bring their

favourite feeders for ‘show and tell’.   As usual the Thursday meeting will commence at 7.30 pm with
Beeginners’ Corner. Supper will be available following the guest speaker’s presentation.

Notice of Annual General
Meeting

The Annual General Meeting of the Beekeepers
Association of the ACT Inc will be held at 7.30pm
on Thursday April 9.

Afterwards it will be business as usual with
Beeginners Corner and an excellent guest speaker.

President’s report

Hello to all Members and friends

Since I last wrote, our Australian community has
been devastated by the Victorian bushfires, and
we’ve all grieved about the inconceivable losses,
both of life and property. I’m sure we’ve all dug
deep to send help to those affected. Of course,
commercial beekeepers will have insurance to
cover their losses. While the hives and bees can be
replaced, the forage areas have been severely
affected. A recent article on the internet stated that
not only are significant numbers of hives assumed
to have been lost, but the recovery of the state's
pollination force will be made more difficult as
vital native forest has been devastated. (see page 6)

It seems that, as an amateur beekeeping association,
there might be scope for us to donate funds or
equipment to amateur beekeepers who have lost
their hives. That’s something our Association will
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look into in the future.

Closer to home, our Association was well represented at the Royal Canberra Show this year. We had so many great
entries that it defies description. Despite defying description, Lyn Shiels has attempted the impossible and provided
a full report on page 3, so I won’t say anything more than a Huge Thanks to Lyn and Pat for their ongoing efforts in
organising our stall, promoting the Association through their roles as Stewards, and encouraging beekeepers to put
entries in. And I would like to say a very, very large Thank You to those members who volunteered to work on the
stall, because without your efforts, we couldn’t provide the public interface that we do. It was a great team effort.

In relation to exhibitors, Well done to all those who managed to get their exhibits in (unlike me), and
Congratulations to all those who were successful in their categories. A quick look at the results for this year shows
that our Treasurer (Jennifer) and our Vice President (Paul) are now poised for a battle royal at the 2010 Canberra
Show. I’ll make sure I’m there on judging day next time, as I don’t want to miss the nail-biting tension of this
‘showdown’. Please excuse the pun.

Our Association will have another
opportunity to promote itself to the public
at the end of March. We’re participating
in the Canberra Harvest Festival – this is
just a short half day event at Acton. If the
weather is good it will be a nice day out.
See the notice in this newsletter for more
details.

And let’s not forget the Annual General
Meeting on Thursday 9 April. Come along
and exercise your democratic right (or
obligation – depends on how you view it)
to vote for your next Committee. Or stand
for a position on the next Committee.

See you at the March meeting.

Angie

Delicious honey bread pudding

Pudding ingredients: 2/3 cups honey, 8 slices bread, 5 cups milk,  1 cup raisins, 1/4  cup brandy, 4 eggs, , 125
gms melted butter.

Cut the bread into cubes and soak in milk for 2 hours. Cover the raisins in brandy and stand while the bread is
soaking. 

Blend the eggs, honey and melted butter.

Combine all the above ingredients.

Pour into a buttered soufflé dish.

Bake for one and a half hours at 150 degreesC until golden brown.

Serve hot with the following sauce.

Sauce  ingredients: 1/3 cup honey,  1/2 cup butter, 2 eggs, 2 tspns vanilla essence.

Beat together the butter, honey, vanilla and eggs. Stir in a double boiler until the mixture thickens.

Note: Use mild honey and stand the jar in warm water to make the honey easier to combine with the other
ingredients.

   Distinctive? leaves of Argyl Apple        See the Quiz
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Show report

BEEKEEPERS STALL AND APICULTURE EXHIBITS

The Apiculture Section had fewer entries this year in many classes but the general standard was very good.
Congratulations to new exhibitors Steve Jeremenko for a first and a second from three entries and Con Gianakis for
a third from two entries. Jennifer Woodley-Beattie won the David Banks Memorial Award with 98 points for an
almost perfect chunk honey exhibit.  Richard Johnston also gained 98 points for his Canberra Garden Honey but
the judges eventually made the difficult decision to award the trophy to Jennifer.  Paul Helliwell won the Most
Successful Exhibitor ribbon by only three points from Jennifer.  The Head StewardÕs award for the whole
horticultural pavilion went to PaulÕs apiary products entry for its presentation and variety of products.

Thank you to judges and stewards Judy Burgess, Judy and Bob James, Jennifer Woodley-Beattie, Rod and Roz
Gibson, John Shiels and Pat Shiels.  We are still looking for some people who donÕt want to enter their own honey
but would be interested in attending a couple of practice sessions and helping out with judging next year.
Requirements are only some active taste buds and availability to judge on the Thursday before the show opens,
usually the last weekend in February.  Rewards are a pass to the show, lunch on the day of judging and much
gratitude.  Roz Gibson sat in as an apprentice judge this year and found it a good experience.

Bindaree Bee Supplies and Ridapest Pest Control once again sponsored the Apiculture section of the show.  Please
give these businesses your support when possible in recognition of their support of the show.

The Beekeepers stall was as usual a busy place with lots of questions asked and bee stories told.  The friendly
volunteers are such a great advertisement for bees and beekeeping and gave out information about bees, the
Beekeepers Association and the CIT course.  Thank you to all members who helped on the stall especially those
new members who helped for the first time.  I hope you enjoyed the experience.  A special thank you to those who
helped on Saturday while Pat and I enjoyed a school reunion dinner.  Peter Butler, not a member or a current
beekeeper, was an able fill in as head steward and I think we may look forward to seeing him helping as a steward
in future.

The creamed honey and crystallized honey for tasting was very popular but the highlight of the tasting table was
PaulÕs honey comb.  Many people had never tried honey in this form before and it created much interest and
conversation.  As usual the live bee display was popular with young and old.  Stephen ThearleÕs jar of honeycomb
built in the jar by the bees was another special exhibit.  The feral hive also attracted a lot of attention.

Neil Bingley, when he visited the stall, declined to ask Pat any bee questions . He said he thought he had learnt a
bit managing his 1700 hives!!!  He commented that our stall was one of the best heÕd seen.  Coming from someone
whose family has been greatly involved in the Royal Easter Show in Sydney for many years this was indeed a
compliment to our helpers.  Brian from a Tasmanian bee club also showered us with compliments and asked if we
minded his group using some of our ideas.

Don’t forget that the bee display box used at the show is available for loan to any member who wants to give a talk
to a school or community group.  It is presently stored at our place.  Just let us know ahead of time if you need it
just in case we are going to be away. Members are also welcome to borrow the feral hive and various photos and
posters from our personal collection.

Lyn Shiels

See page 5 for full list of prize winners

Joining the dots to the Taliban

Did you notice the letter, in the Feb newsletter, from the Pakistani beekeeper who wanted a job in Australia? The
same letter appeared in the ABK. Did you notice his address: Swat NW Pakistan? Fact: On TV the Swat valley
looks perfect for bees. Swat is in the north of the NW Frontier area and presently subject to violence from the
Taliban who are taking over.

Have we witnessed a desperate attempt to escape?
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A field day to look forward to

The first edition of the new Honeybee R & D News contains an invitation for EVERYONE to attend a
Researchers’ Field Day to be held later in the year.  “This will be an opportunity for beekeepers to meet the
researchers in Australia carrying out RIRDC-funded bee research.  Each researcher will give a short presentation
on their project.

Watch this space for further details as they come to light.

Are you interested in participating in a stall at the

Canberra Harvest Festival 2009?

WHY?

The Canberra Environment & Sustainability Resource Centre (CEC) has

invited ACT Beekeepers to set up a stall, and have also asked us to run a

beekeeping workshop.

This is a great opportunity to seek new members and promote the benefits

of urban beekeeping.

Participating members may also sell their honey at the festival.

WHEN: Saturday 28th March 2009 – 1pm to 5pm

WHERE: CEC car-park, Lennox Crossing, Acton, ACT

HOW TO BE INVLOVED?

Talk to Jennifer (Treasurer) or Angie (President) after the next meeting, ring Jen on

6231!8627 or 0412!386!186
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Reporters wanted

The editors are looking for people who love surfing the internet.  Are you such a person and if so, would you like to
do some surfing on behalf of this Newsletter?  There are dozens and dozens of sources of information throughout
the world about bees, beekeepers, honey and pollen products, equipment, diseases and pests and their control, the
politics  and economics of it all etc etc.  We need to bring it to the attention of our members as expeditiously as
possible.  So the job is simple: check out all sites you can think of, associations, newspapers, everything, and write
a pithy article over your name quoting your sources.  Reply to the editors. (address at end of this Newsletter)

Class 304 - Collection of six beeswax
moulds,

natural beeswax

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell
3rd Ð Stephen Thearle

Class 305 - Two moulded candles,

natural beeswax

1st Ð John Rice
2nd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
3rd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 306 - Two Rolled Candles,

natural beeswax

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð John Rice
3rd Ð Stephen Bliss

Class 307 - Two dipped candles,

natural beeswax

1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie

Class 308 - Child’s Candle

1st Ð Kate Bliss

Class 309 - One 750ml bottle of mead

1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð Richard Johnston
3rd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie

Class 311 - Bread and Cakes

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 313 - Jams

1st Ð Jean Thomson
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 314 - Chutneys

1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð Jean Thomson

Class 315- Confectionery

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell

CLASS 317 – COLLECTION OF

HONEYS 6-8 ITEMS
1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
Class 318 Ð Collection of Apiary Products
6-8 items
1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð John Rice
3rd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie

Class 295 - One 500g glass jar, produced

from Eucalypt

1st Ð Steve Jeremenko
2nd Ð John and Theodora Andonarus
3rd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 296 - One 500g glass jar, produced

from sources other than Eucalypt

1st Ð Richard Johnston
2nd Ð John Rice
3rd Ð Stephen Bliss

Class 297 - One 500g glass jar of

Canberra Garden honey

1st Ð Richard Johnston
2nd Ð Steve Jeremenko
3rd Ð Con Gianakis

Class 298 –Natural Granulation:

One 500g glass jar, fine grain

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Stephen Bliss
3rd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 300 – Creamed Honey: One 500g glass
jar

1st Ð Stephen Bliss
2nd Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
3rd Ð Paul Helliwell

Class 301 – One frame of Comb Honey,

suitably enclosed in a glass or perspex case

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell
3rd Ð John Rice

Class 302 – Chunk honey: One 500g glass
jar of

liquid honey containing 1-4 piece of comb
honey

from the same source

1st Ð Jennifer Woodley-Beattie
2nd Ð Paul Helliwell
3rd Ð Stephen Bliss

Class 303 - Block of Beeswax, up to 1kg

1st Ð Paul Helliwell
2nd Ð Stephen Thearle
3rd Ð John Rice

ROYAL CANBERRA SHOW 2009

APICULTURE SECTION

PRIZE WINNERS
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Fallout from Vic fires
Reprint from  the Weekly Times

        by
Leslie White

February 20, 2009

ALMOND growers will likely need to
import bees from interstate for pollination
as the fallout from the Victorian bushfires
continues.

Not only are significant numbers of hives
assumed to have been lost, but the
recovery of the state's pollination force
will be made more difficult as vital native
forest has been devastated.

Victorian Farmers Federation horticulture
president Peter Cochrane confirmed the
loss of beehives was "assumed to be
significant". "It will be assessed over
coming weeks," Mr Cochrane said. "We've been working with federal and state governments to develop options for
the governments to assist the industry."

Australian Honey Bee Industry Council chairman Lindsay Bourke said crops of almonds, cabbages and cherries
would be "at risk". "They won't have enough hives (in Victoria) until at least December, (growers) will have to
request more hives from other states," Mr Bourke said. "They'll just have to hope the beekeepers might travel
further, but it's a fair cost."  Victoria would have to "buy and breed", Mr Bourke said.

Queensland Beekeepers president Rodney Ruge said his association would meet this week to discuss what
assistance could be given to the Victorian industry.  "We'll see what we can do from this end," Mr Ruge said. "We
would certainly be able to help out with replacing queens." However, Mr Ruge said the real issues for Victoria
would be replacing the hives themselves, then getting the conditions right for the bees to create honeycomb, as well
as a lack of native forest exacerbated by the fires. Bees need nectar-rich eucalypt forest to regenerate their hives,
and with foliage burned, beekeepers will have to find new places to put their bees. "There's concern about not
having enough bees for the almond crop (in August)," Mr Ruge said.  "It certainly will have an impact on that, if
losses are huge, there's no way they could get enough (bees in Victoria to cope with pollination demand), they'll be
flat out doing it by December."

New honeybee newsletter

The first edition of the Honeybee R & D News  was published in January 2009. This is the official newsletter of the
Honeybee Program of the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporaation (RIRDC). The newsletter will
be published quarterly.  The current R&D committee is chaired by Dr Des Cameron.

Irradiation of beehives

We plan to send some hives to Steritech on Wednesday 18th March. If you have infected hives or others you
want to irradiate as a precaution please let Lyn or Pat Shiels know on 62862421 even if you have mentioned
them previously. We may have forgotten. Hives need to be double wrapped in plastic for your own protection
and per Steritech rules. Current charges are about $23 for triple plus a charge for transport which is usually
about $6-$7 per hive depending on numbers.

Lyn and Pat Shiels
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March reminders

Protective clothing

This is probably my most important reminder for the year.  Check your PROTECTIVE CLOTHING: suits, jackets,
hoods, veils, gloves and gaiters.

At this time of the year in Canberra, the weather is cooling down and there is less nectar around.  The friendly little
worker bees that were so busy collecting an excess of honey for your table earlier in the year are likely to turn nasty
when you start bashing and crashing around their home.  If you have not requeened recently with a gentle strain of
queen, they may attack like crazed kamikaze pilots.  Hence the warning.

Bees are also hanging around while you are extracting at this time of year. Their main aim is to pick up some spare
honey but they can be annoying, so extract in a bee proof area, and make sure solar wax extractors are well sealed.

It is a good time of year to keep neighbours on side with that jar or two of honey.

“If you plan on burning candles during Earth Hour (Saturday 28 March 2009, 8.30 pm to 9.30 pm), make sure you
use 100% beeswax candles or soy candles, which are gentler on our planet - smoke free, non-toxic and non-
allergenic. They are also made of natural products, not petroleum-based materials, so they are effectively carbon

neutral (the CO2 they emit has already been taken from the atmosphere to produce the wax)."   (WWF).

Why not combine a beeswax candle with that gift of honey for the neighbours?

Dick Johnston

Quiz

First of all a reminder to everyone from the Quiz Master. Last newsletter the question was posed: Which two
eucalypts can be identified solely from their leaves?

Perhaps it should have been: which three eucalypts because Bob Shaw has come up with a third. A mature Argyl
Apple has twin stalkless leaves all over, and apparently no other mature tree has this distinction. However it may
not work the other way: if you are looking at twin stalkless leaves you could be looking at the juvenile leaves of
some other eucalypt.

So unless there is an appeal, Bob is due one and a half out of two since, Bob, you definitely got snow gum right.

The other one on the list that no one has got yet has a botanical name inspired by its shape. According to an
unconfirmed report it was the first eucalypt ever described, and by a French man who never visited Australia!

Keep trying everyone.

Bob’s letter is below.

Letters to the editors

Dear editor,

I believe that the two eucalypts which can be identified
solely from their leaves are:
    1. Snow gum (eucalyptus pauciflora) which has
leaves featuring venation which is parallel to the leaf
margin, rather than the more usual branching from a
central vein.
    2. Argyle apple (eucalyptus cinerea) which maintains
it's juvenile leaf form throughout it's life. The leaves are stalkless, and grow in pairs from opposite sides of the
branch.
                                    Bob Shaw 

Dear Editor

Earlier this year I think Dick Johnston advertised on my behalf, a stainless steel, 4 frame honey extractor for sale.  
I am still in possession of this wonderful piece of equipment and was wondering if one of your members would be

 Free space available to lodge bee hives

I have a large property in Lyons where I used to
keep bees. No longer able to keep them myself I
am offering my property to someone looking for
somewhere to place their bees. I have 2 empty
single box hives that I'm willing to provide.

Please call Janece on 62814333. If no answer
please leave a message and I'll ring you straight
back.



 March 09 Newsletter                                                                     Page 8                                             Beekeepers Association of the ACT

interested in purchasing it, for say, a couple of jars of honey.   I can be contacted on 02 6281 1138.  

Many thanks,
Lesley Kimber

UK ban on pesticides

Source:  article by Alison Benjamin, ‘The Guardian,  January 28 2009

A top  UK supermarket chain, the Co-op – and Britain's biggest farmer – will prohibit the use of eight pesticides
implicated in the death of over one third of British bees  and billions of bees world wide.

The Co-op said it will eliminate the usage of the neonicotinoid family of chemicals where possible and until they
are shown to be safe. The Co-op has over 70,000 acres of land under cultivation in England and Scotland, making it
the largest farmer in the UK. Since 2001, it has already prohibited the use of 98 pesticides under its pesticide
policy.

Simon Press, senior technical manager at the Co-op group said: "We believe that the recent losses in bee
populations need definitive action, and as a result are temporarily prohibiting the eight neonicotinoid pesticides
until we have evidence that refutes their involvement in the decline."

Laboratory tests suggest that one of the banned chemicals, imidacloprid, can impede honeybees' sophisticated
communication and navigation systems. It has been banned in France for a decade as a seed dressing on
sunflowers. Italy, Slovenia and Germany banned neonicotinoids last year after the loss of millions of honeybees.
And the European Parliament voted earlier this month for tougher controls on bee-toxic chemicals.

Paul Monaghan, the Co-op's head of social goals accused the UK government of failing to recognise that
"pesticides could be a contributing factor" in the breakdown of nature's number one pollinating machine.

Elliott Carnell, coordinator of Pesticide Action Network (Pan) Europe, said he hoped the Co-op's pioneering stance
would persuade the UK government to back the proposed European legislation. "The government has fought
against any attempts to protect bees, which pollinate a third of the average diet. It argues that banning pesticides
jeopardises crop yields, but if that was the case why would a leading food retailer be introducing this measure?"

The pesticide ban is part of the Co-op's 10-point Plan Bee launched today, which includes £150,000 for research
into the impact of pesticides on the decline of honeybees in England, where more than a third of hives were wiped
out last year. It will also give away bee-friendly wildflower seeds to Co-op members and customers.

ABK Digest

Black queen cell virus

This virus is intimately associated with the rather common disease Nosema apis.  It is the most common cause of
death in queen larvae in Australia and is most prolific in spring and early summer.

In the early stages of infection, pupae have a pale yellow appearance and a tough sac-like skin, much like prepupae
that have died of sacbrood.  Pupae rapidly darken following death, and eventually the walls of the queen cell
become dark brown to black.

Since black cell virus is intimately associated with N. apis, control of the latter provides indirect treatment of the
virus.

Warning on protein

Two authors (in addition to Ces Mercer!) have expressed concern that some beekeepers are not feeding enough
protein to their bees. The cost is wintering losses of bees and the loss of potential honey harvest in the spring.
Adequate protein stores coming out of winter mean a good build up of the colony ready for  an  early honey flow.

Poor nutrition has long been associated with various forms of colony failure including possibly CCD.

Editors: Peter and Shirley Carden.

Contacts: 0414641823,  editor@actbeekeepers.asn.au or write to ‘the Editors’ PO Box 1482 Woden 2606


