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Newsletter of the Beekeepers Association of the ACT Incorporated
Website:  www.actbeekeepers.asn.au

Meetings of the Beekeepers Association of the ACT Inc are held on the second
Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm at the CIT, Heysen Street, Weston in Building A

Contact:  Association President Ð Angela OÕNeil  Ph: 02 62625220
Email:   enquiries@actbeekeepers.asn.au

          December 2009

President’s report

Hello Members

Here we are at the end of another year, and IÕm amazed at how
much the Association has done during 2009. Thank you all for
coming along to the meetings and giving meaning to the word
ÔassociateÕ, which the Oxford tells me is to Ômake a conceptual
connection betweenÕ and Ôseen to be supportive of.Õ WeÕve
really got such an active and interested membership and this is
reflected in the number of people coming along to hear our
guest speakers, and the number of people participating in those
extra events such as the picnic in January, the Canberra Show in
February, the Harvest Festival in March, the Field Day in
September and the Collector Field Day in October.

The coming year looks to be an exciting one for us. In January
2010 we will be trialing our first intensive summer beekeeping
course, in response to the increasing popularity of beekeeping
as an urban hobby and food production method. If that trial is
successful, weÕll be looking for more people to be involved in
presenting on the summer courses. With our healthy (and
progressively younger) membership, weÕll have a good pool of
people to draw from. WeÕll also be moving to a new location in
Bruce, with all the benefits and challenges that such a move
entails.

On the subject of guest speakers, IÕd like to say a very big
ÔThank YouÕ to Lyn and Pat Shiels for that fantastic talk on
swarming (and to apologise for my last report where I told
members that Dick Johnston would be presenting that session).
Lyn and Pat were very educative and entertaining all at once,
which really helps the watcher to absorb and retain the

information.

Also on the subject of meetings, a member recently let the Committee know that he was having trouble hearing the
guest speakers and suggested that we buy a PA system so that speakers will be heard more clearly. ThatÕs a
fantastic suggestion and weÕre following that up right now. I just wanted to say on behalf of the Committee that
weÕre very sorry if anyone else has been having trouble at meetings with the acoustics of the room Ð this should not
be a problem once we have our PA.

Next Meeting

CHRISTMAS PARTY

Thursday  10  December.

6pm if you wish to go for a dog walk
and check out a feral beehive in a tree
on top of Mt. Rogers.  (OK to bring
your dog)

7pm for drinks and nibbles -  bring a
plate  of  finger  food  to share

Address;  4 Magrath Place,  Spence

(runs off Magrath Crescent)

RSVP Angie 62625220 or 0406944268
or
msbeehavenbees@grapevine.net.au
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In closing, we hope to see you all at the Christmas Party on
Thursday 10 December Ð details on the internet and in this
newsletter. If not, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year for 2010,
and drive safely over the holiday period.

Angie

Frost Hollow to Forest Walk

You are invited to join in this club activity.

What:  Walk through four ecological communities, and
Identify ten local eucalypt species.  Discover  the apicultural value
of each eucalypt.
When: Wednesday 16 December 2009, 6.15pm
How long: 90 to 120 minutes, with a short uphill grade
Suggestions: Walking shoes, water, hat, sorry no dogs allowed
Meet: At the western base of Black Mountain on the remaining section of the old Caswell Drive.  Follow the
signs to Black Mtn Reserve Car Park from the Belconnen West exit or entry to the Glenloch interchange.  It is a
little difficult to find and explain, but the map may help.

For more information, or if lost, call Dick on 0427 812 110.

Pride and Prejudice and Bees

Since becoming a beekeeper, I’ve become ‘sensitised’ to the representation of bees and beekeepers in cinema and

TV. It’s a bit like being pregnant – before you get pregnant, you never really notice pregnant women. Once you’re

pregnant, you suddenly see them everywhere!

So, I thought I’d start to compile a list of when and where I’ve seen references to bees in modern visual ‘literature’,

and whether I thought the representations of the beekeepers were realistic. Note, I’m not even going to mention the

recent animated movie with a bee voiced by a very popular American TV comedian, which, for a start, got the

gender of the worker bees 100% wrong. With a 50% chance of getting it right, and LOADS of information freely

available about bees, that’s really embarrassing.

On the plus side, in June 2007, the ABC aired a BBC comedy called The Robinsons. George Robinson, the brother

of the main character, Ed, was an urban beekeeper with hives in his backyard in (I think) Wimbledon. The

representation was quite realistic and the beekeeper seemed like a normal enough human being, but with sufficient

quirks to make him interesting.
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However, I was very disappointed with the beekeeper in the 1995 British television series of Pride & Prejudice

(P&P). What follows assumes knowledge of this version of P&P, and I apologise in advance to all those who have

not watched this series or read the book.

In the words of the book’s heroine Miss Elizabeth Bennett, the character that the TV producers chose to depict as a

beekeeper is “one the stupidest men in England”; her cousin Mr William Collins. The quote comes from Episode 3

of the series, and is not found in the text of Jane Austen’s book. Instead, Ms Austen has Elizabeth describe Mr

Collins as “a man who has not one agreeable quality, who has neither manner nor sense to recommend him”.

Earlier in the book, when outlining the reason that Mr Collins’ fiancée, Charlotte, has agreed to a very short

engagement, Ms Austen muses that “the stupidity with which he was favoured by nature must guard his courtship

from any charm that could make a woman wish for its continuance”. It’s a shame for the general image of

beekeepers that the director chose to represent this particular character as a beekeeper, but in one way it was

inevitable – Mr!Collins is also a clergyman.

So which scenes in the series reveal that one of the stupidest men in all of English literature was also a beekeeper? I

would like to reiterate that this connection was made by the creators of the television series, and not by Jane

Austen. Interestingly, Ms!Austen fails to mention honey, bees, bee hives or beekeepers at all in her book.

But back to the television series: also in Episode 3, Mr Collins takes Lord Lucas and his daughter Mariah Lucas on

a tour of Mr and Mrs (Charlotte) Collins’ home, Hunsford. Two large skep hives are visible at the back of Mr

Collins’ small cottage garden. We must assume that bees are coming in and out of the hives because Mariah waves

her arms and hands in panic at a number of airborne foes as Mr Collins guides them past the front of the hives.

Mariah’s cries of alarm can be heard by Elizabeth and Charlotte, watching the scene through the closed window

and relative safety of Charlotte’s sitting room.

Rule number one for beginner beekeepers? Do not walk across or approach hives from the front – always approach

them from the back or the side. However, it seems that Mr!Collins did not leave sufficient space behind his hives to

allow visitors to pass behind, and not in front of, the hives. Not a very sensible beekeeper, it appears.

I noticed another reference to beekeeping later in this same episode. In this scene, it is a very, very windy day, as

evidenced by the movement of the leaves on the trees in the background. Miss Anne de Bourgh, the daughter of

Lady Catherine de Bourgh, has arrived in her carriage to hand-deliver a dinner invitation to Mr and Mrs Collins on

behalf of Lady Catherine. Elizabeth Bennett is watching the extended exchange through the front parlour window,

and expresses the view that Miss de Burgh is “abominably rude to keep Charlotte out of doors in all this wind”.

It is clear that Mr Collins has been tending his bees on this very windy day because he is wearing beekeeping

gloves and has a beekeeping veil draped over his hat. To address Miss de Bourgh respectfully (and to read the

invitation she has handed him) Mr Collins must lift the veil from his face, which he does with difficulty due to the

thick gloves on his hands, and the wind.

Rule number two for beekeepers? Don’t open your hives on a very windy day, or the bees will get very agitated.

Unfortunately, this scene tends to reinforce the previously ignited suspicion that ‘Mr!Collins the very stupid man’

is also ‘Mr Collins the very stupid beekeeper’.

There are at least two possible reasons the production team included these ‘beekeeping’ scenes. Either there was an

experienced beekeeper on site who thought that these small details would subtly reinforce Mr!Collins’ inherent

stupidity to the viewer, or the creators failed to consult with experienced beekeepers about the plausibility of these

scenes from a beekeeping perspective. I prefer the first view. But it is open to argument!

I’ll keep my eyes open for any other bee

references in TV and movies that I think

might be of interest to members.

Does anyone else have any references

to bees in TV and cinema that they

would like to share, and any thoughts

about those depictions?

Angie O’Neil
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Smokers and fire ban

The weather is hot, the bees are on a honey flow, the urge is there to take off a super.  But thereÕs a fire ban so you
canÕt light the smoker.  Is this you?

Or are you one of those who are blessed with an absence of nosy neighbours and will take a chance any way.

Our advice published in the December 2006 newsletter is that smokers are banned when there is a fire ban.   But
surprise surprise,  see Letters to the Editor. It seems we can light our smokers!

This is a debate we need to have particularly against the background of possible regulation of beekeeping in the
ACT.  For what itÕs worth these are my observations.

(1) Lighting a smoker involves lighting a fire in the open.  It could be very dangerous in the bush.

(2)  Once a smoker is operating with the lid closed, is it a fire threat?

(3)  The answer to (2) is ÔnoÕ unless  it falls off the top of a hive and the lid comes open.

But nevertheless it is possible to light a smoker and use it without any danger at all. Most back yards surely can be
exempt.

Peter Carden

December reminders - Moving beehives

This time of year, backyard beekeepers in Canberra may be tempted to move their bee hives onto a friendÕs
property outside town.  There may be the promise of huge stands of eucalypts just dripping with nectar and waiting
for your bees to gorge themselves and store massive excesses of honey for collection.

So I have a few reminders and hints on shifting beehives. Calamities can be avoided by careful planning, taking
due care and watching these details. I have had more strife in moving hives than in any other beekeeping activity,
and I am sure I am not alone.

Problem Solution
Disorientation - Bees familiarise themselves
with their surroundings and can return to the
exact location of the hive. If field bees are left
without a home, they will be lost to the colony
and can react angrily to any people around.
Guarding against disorientation depends on
the distance to be moved.

Moves of a few metres should be done at a
metre a day.

For other moves, close the hive at night when
all the foraging bees have returned home.

Moves of up to 3 or 4 kilometres should be
done in two stages. First to a location several
kilometres away - say over 5 km for several
weeks - and second to the permanent location
several weeks later. Moves of 5 kilometres or
greater do not usually cause disorientation
problems.

Overheating and suffocation - Commercial
beekeepers often move hives with the
entrances open but, as amateurs, I suggest
closing the entrance securely for moves longer
than a few metres.

To ensure adequate ventilation, matchsticks
can be placed under the lid.  For long trips in
hot weather, I suggest preparing a special
migratory lid with wire gauze on the top to
allow air flow and supply of water.

Drowning in unripe honey - Movement on a
truck, trailer or in a car boot will dislodge any
thin unripe honey, which will swish around
the hive and swamp bees, drowning many and
weakening or even wiping out the colony.

To guard against this problem, bees on a
honey flow should be given the opportunity to
ripen the honey before setting out. Wait until
early morning before starting the trip.

Inadequate closing of hive After the bees have ceased flying in the
evening, give them a few puffs of smoke and
close the hive securely. A wooden block you
have prepared previously works best but foam
rubber or packaging tape can be used. Try to
close the entrance with one swift movement.
Fussing around the entrance tends to unsettle
the bees. The trick is to practice without the
bees. Entrances on plastic hives are more
difficult to block as they face



 December 2009 Newsletter                                                                     Page 5                                          Beekeepers Association of the ACT

have prepared previously works best but foam
rubber or packaging tape can be used. Try to
close the entrance with one swift movement.
Fussing around the entrance tends to unsettle
the bees. The trick is to practice without the
bees. Entrances on plastic hives are more
difficult to block as they face
upwards.

Inadequate tie down This may seem obvious but the beehives do
need to be secured with hive locks Ð consider
using two on each hive - and securely fastened
to the truck, trailer or boot. If they become
dislodged during the trip, bees will escape.

Moving without protective clothing If bees escape during the trip, travel motion
will normally keep them clustered around the
entrance. However, keep protective clothing
handy just in case. Don't lock it in the boot
with the bees. You may find the boot full of
angry bees when you open it.

Before you move hives for the first time, for more details, I suggest you consult the BEE AGSKILLS book
published by the NSW Department of Primary Industries. Members can borrow or buy the book from the library.

Dick Johnston

Historical snippet

Recently I was watching the new historical quiz show on SBS TV, "AD BC" (Thursday nights, 9pm). One of the
questions caught my interest, particularly as Angie and I had, just that morning, been surrounded by angry bees,
giving off plenty of alarm pheromones, in her backyard. The multiple-choice question (which came just before an
equally intriguing sampling by the panellists of the weekÕs culinary delight, chosen to set the entomological theme:
couscous towers with grilled locusts, apparently an ancient recipe from
Arabic North Africa) was this:

What bee-related weapon did the ancient Romans use against their
enemies?
a. Arrows with their points dipped in bee venom
b. Mead mixed with bee venom
c. Propelling bee hives at the enemy

Well, I suspected that ÔaÕ or ÔbÕ would require an awful lot of bee venom
to have much effect; so ÔcÕ it had to be, and ÔcÕ it was. Beeological warfare
was the term that panellist Dr Emily Booth  came up with to describe it.
The military historian in me had to learn more! So, off to Google. Up
came the article ÒWar and bees: military applications of apicultureÓ at
www.beekeeping.com/articles/us/war_bees.htm. I quote:

Of course, there are plenty of instances when bees have been used in the more obvious way, as "meat-seeking

missiles". The Romans, for instance, having prudently learned not to exact a tax of honey in Asia Minor also

learned, in the great Roman tradition of imitation and innovation, to use bees in the wars they waged. They were

less deceptive in this than the Heptakometes, however, and instead of employing the subterfuge of poisoned honey

they simply sent beehives catapulting into the ranks or fortifications of their enemies. The unleashed fury of the

bees, enraged when their hives were smashed, is credited with being the decisive stroke of more than one battle.

Turn-about being fair play the Dacians, of what is today Romania, defeated the armored legions of Rome, at least

temporarily, with their own salvo of skeps

A warlike bee

is the logo of

the US Navy

S e a  B e e s

(Construction

Battalions).
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The article goes on to describe the troops of Henry I in the 11th Century defending their fortifications from the siege
forces of Duke Geiselbert of Lorraine in the same manner. Right through the second millennium, it appears, bee
warfare was put to use in Europe Ð Hungary, Portugal, Turkey and by pirates in the Mediterranean Sea Ð and in
Nigeria, in America during the Civil War, in the First World War, and right up to the Vietnam War. People can be
nasty, canÕt they?

Tr ivia: A bee does not die after stinging another bee or other insect. The sting is not held in the opponent by its
barbs as the bee pulls it out, so it is not torn out of the abdomen and the bee is no worse off. It is only mammalian
or bird skin that holds the barbs in. (Source: Wikipedia)

Michael Nelmes

Honeybee Blues

Did you see the documentary on SBS?  If you missed it you can buy the DVD.  See our Librarian for details.  Also
well worth listening to on ABCÕs radio national ÔBush TelegraphÕ  December 1, a panel discussion with Dr Dennis
Anderson about the documentary.  You can find it on  http://www.abc.net.au/rn/bushtelegraph/.  Listen or
download.

New venue for 2010

Our next meeting, after the party, will be in February 2010, and will be held at our new venue CIT Battye St.  off
Haydon Dr.  Precise directions will appear in the February newsletter.

Letters to the editors

THANKS TO A SWARM COLLECTOR

On Monday 16 Nov 2009, a swarm of bees swept through our yard and  took over a bird box in our front yard
(killing a nesting crimson  rosella sitting on four eggs in the process).

We firstly contacted the ACT Canberra Connect people who advised us  that because it was a bird box, even
though it was on the  Government strip at the front, they would not take action.   Further, we were assured that the
bees would only be resting for 24  to 48 hours and then move on so just wait for this to happen.

I rather doubted this advice but waited until today (Friday 20 Nov  2009) to see if they would move on.  Of course,
they didn't so we  searched the web for a solution and found the Bindaree Bee swarm  removal list from which we
chose a local beekeeper, Con Gianakos,  to contact.

I would like to say that Con gave excellent service turning up  within a half-hour and had to go to considerable
trouble to remove  the bees including dismounting and partially disassembling the bird  box.
He is obviously a great credit to your association and was also  very informative and personable.

Paul Kirby, Torrens

SMOKERS DURING FIRE BAN

Dear Editor

This may be something for ACT Beekeepers to take up, clarify and communicate to its members.
I just spoke with Glyn Jones of ACT Emergency Services, who said that using a smoker during a fire ban was
allowed. He said that we could confirm with Mick Joyce of the ACT Rural Fire Service 04 28 104 380.

Cheers,

Graham  Anderson

Letters to the editor may be emailed to editor@actbeekeepers.asn.au or posted directly to your editor Peter
Carden, 6 Wynter  Pl.  Hughes ACT 2605.
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Native bees play bigger role as honeybees decline

In the USA, as the honeybee declines, farmers are remembering that there are other pollinators that have always
been there, off stage as it were.  Farmers must now turn to these for help in assisting to pollinate their crops.

Bumblebees assiduously comb the purple blooms of thistles, seeking nectar. Native pollinators such as these fat,
fuzzy bumblebees, once an overlooked sideshow in the insect world, are gaining widespread appreciation among
everyone from backyard gardeners to big-time farmers.

But in natural landscapes, there has always been a diversity of pollinators busily at work: bumblebees,

moths, flies, beetles, butterflies, birds, and bats, just to name a few. There are 4,000 native bees in the

U.S. alone, and at least 17,000 species known on the planet. And some of them make European

honeybees look downright lazy: Bumblebees will work when it's cool and cloudy and honeybees refuse to

fly.

Native bees also can buffer declines in agricultural production because of honeybee losses. "They are really the
unsung heroes," said Claire Kremen, an ecologist at the University of California, Berkeley who has studied native
pollinators and the services they provide Ñ if conditions are right.

Native pollinators need food and habitat to survive. In her research, Kremen found that ironically, monocultures of
single crops isolated from natural landscapes, that most need the help of native pollinators, are least likely to
support them.

In recognition of the pollinator problem, Congress in the 2008 farm bill included cost sharing to encourage farmers
to plant some of their land just for bugs, to diversify the nation's pollinator portfolio with more native bees and
other beneficial insects.

The adage proves true: Build it, and they will come. A grant from the city of Seattle last year helped transform the
parking strip in a Central District neighborhood into what has been dubbed a Pollinator Pathway, planted with the
help of 50 neighbors last November. Once a desert of grass with a few maples, the 108-foot-long, 12-foot-wide
strip today blooms with plants selected to attract pollinators. It's buzzing with life that has spilled over to plantings
all around the neighborhood. An orange trumpet vine festooning a fence out back is mobbed with bees too busy to
bother anyone, some stacked two to a flower.

Thanks to news scout Phil Burch

Ideal super report

Just a quick update on how my ideal super is
going. For those who donÕt know, an ideal
super is half the depth of a normal super and
can be used as a honey box. The reason for
using an ideal super and frames is to minimise
the weight of the super once the bees have
filled it with honey, and minimise back strain.
IÕm not using ideals for the brood box.

About a month ago, I placed an ideal

super on top of a strong hive consisting of

a double brood box and two normal honey

supers. The combs in the supers were

already filled with nectar and ripening

honey. Two weeks later I checked the

ideal super and found that every comb had

been drawn out very nicely and the bees

were filling the combs with nectar. A

week later I checked again and the combs were all filled with ripening honey, but no capping has

occurred yet. We added another normal super of combs below the ideal super to give the bees room to

bring in more nectar. I’ve attached a photo of one of the ideal combs after it had been drawn out, but not

when it was filled with nectar and honey.

 Angie


